From: Charisse Childers

To: Elizabeth Smith (DIG)

Cc: Mike Preston; Larry Walther; Betty Anderson
Subject: Request for DWS LWA payment state match
Date: Friday, September 4, 2020 5:46:02 PM
Attachments: CARES Act request ADWS LWA 2020 Sept 4.pdf

LWA Pavyments Estimates v.2 09042020 dp.pdf

Secretary Smith,

Please find attached a request from the Division of Workforce Services for the CARES Act
committee. This request is to meet our state match for the Lost Assistance Wage (LWA) program
through FEMA.

Secretary Preston asked that you call him to discuss prior to putting it out to the public.
Thank you for your assistance.

Best,

Charisse

Charisse Childers, Ph.D.

Director

Arkansas Division of Workforce Services

Two Capitol Mall

Little Rock, AR 72201
501-682-3394
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Elizabeth Smith, Secretary of the Department of Inspector General
FROM: Charisse Childers, Ph.D.

CC: Mike Preston, Secretary of the Department of Commerce

DATE: September 4, 2020

SUBJECT: CARES Act Funding request for Lost Wages Assistance (LWA) program

On August 8, 2020, President Trump signed a Presidential Memorandum making grant funding available
to states and territories through the U.S. Department of Homeland Security’'s Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) under the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance
Act, 42 U.S.C. § 5174 (the “Stafford Act”). Arkansas submitted an application to FEMA for Other Needs
Assistance (ONA) supplemental payments for lost wages funds to enable the state to provide $300
weekly supplemental payments to individuals unemployed due to the 2019 novel coronavirus pandemic
(COVID-19).

Arkansas has been approved to participate in the Lost Wages Assistance (LWA) program and has
received approval for funding for three weeks, to be drawn down as needed, with additional funds to be
obligated by FEMA in one-week increments. As a condition of the award, the State of Arkansas is required
to meet the cost sharing requirements of the grant. The funds for the 25 percent cost share requirement
must be from non-Federal funds or from Federal funds authorized to be applied towards the cost sharing
requirement. The Division of Workforce Services has determined that the non-Federal funds from the
Unemployment Trust Fund for regular state unemployment benefits will meet the match for the first week of
benefits. The Federal Funds authorized to be applied toward the cost sharing requirement can be CARES
Act funds.

To enable the state to provide the $300 weekly supplemental payments beyond the first week, we are
submitting for consideration by the CARES Act Steering Committee a request of $8,000,000 to be solely
used to provide the state match for the LWA program for up to six weeks or until federal funding for the
supplemental payment is exhausted.

Due to numerous factors that cannot be determined beyond the week ending August 1, this request is
based on numerous assumptions and estimates. Our best estimates are provided in a summary
document as an attachment.

| appreciate your consideration of this request.

Attachment

Arkansas Department of Commerce
Division of Workforce Services
P.O. Box 2981 * Little Rock, AR 72203
dws.arkansas.gov






FEMA LWA Payments

Estimates as of September 1, 2020*

ASSUMPTION OF 100% SELF CERTIFIED AS COVID RELATED*

Week Ended Total # of LWA Amount of LWA Cum. Amt of LWA WEEKLY CUMULATIVE
8/1/2020 95,641 28,692,300 28,692,300 -53,167.00 -53,167.00
8/8/2020 86,915 26,074,500 54,766,300 786,429.00 733,262.00

8/15/2020 81,547 24,464,100 79,230,900 1,140,631.00 1,873,893.00
8/22/2020 74,669 22,400,700 101,631,600 1,484,170.00 3,358,063.00
8/29/2020 91,506 27,451,800 129,083,400 1,712,950.00 5,071,013.00
9/5/2020 90,505 27,151,500 156,234,900 1,737,875.00 6,808,888.00
9/12/2020 90,505 27,151,500 183,386,400
9/19/2020 90,505 27,151,500 210,537,900
9/26/2020 90,505 27,151,500 237,689,400
6,808,888.00 6,808,888.00
ASSUMPTION OF 80% SELF CERTIFIED AS COVID RELATED*

Week Ended Total # of LWA Amount of LWA Cum. Amt of LWA WEEKLY CUMULATIVE
8/1/2020 76,513 22,953,840 22,953,840 -42,533.60 -42,533.60
8/8/2020 69,532 20,859,600 43,813,440 629,143.20 586,609.60

8/15/2020 65,238 19,571,280 63,384,720 912,504.80 1,499,114.40

8/22/2020 59,735 17,920,560 81,305,280 1,187,336.00 2,686,450.40

8/29/2020 73,205 21,961,440 103,266,720 1,370,360.00 4,056,810.40
9/5/2020 72,404 21,721,200 124,987,920 1,390,300.00 5,447,110.40

9/12/2020 72,404 21,721,200 146,709,120

9/19/2020 72,404 21,721,200 168,430,320

9/26/2020 72,404 21,721,200 190,151,520

*Assumptions made on claimants include COVID related self certification
*Estimates include margin of error in data queries of state funded (non-federal) benefits and outstanding retro weeks

5,447,110.40

5,447,110.40






